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VtjppBOCAL TRADE AND THE FISHERIES.

W ASltlXlil <»I5, Fjiwilary iSS, 1S53.
Hon. Batid L Skymoc*, >

*

Chain'ian of the Committee on Commerce,
Home of ReprMcntulivet ;

g1K. I received a copy of your report on reciprocal
tra<* with the British North American provinces or colo-
pfos, which you were so kind as to Bend ine, and have
read it with deep interest. Having considered the views
and arguments presented in itr together with the provi¬
sions of the bill reported by the committee, and having
heretofore given much attention to tbe subject of produc¬
tive industry, commerce, and the causes ofnational wealth,
and believing tbe subject of tbe report and bill to be one

of great importance to the American people, winch should
be examined and discussed in all its details and bearings,
1 beg leave to submit some remarks for your conside¬
ration.

The bill provides for reciprocal free trade between the
United States and the British North American provinces
in certain articles, the growth, production, or liiatiufiTc-
ture of the parties respectively, to wit: in grains, Hour,
and breadstuff's of ull kinds : seeds, unmanufactured hemp
flax and tow; animals of all kinds: undried fruits, fish of
all kinds ; smoked, salted, and fresh meats: hides, sheep-
felts, wool, butter, cheese, tallow, lard, ashes, firewood ;
agricultural implements, including axes: tisli oil, rice,
cotton, unmanufactured tobacco, unrefined sugar, and
some lew other unmanufactured articles, on certain con¬
ditions : First and second, the full enjoyment by citizens
of tbe United States of the right to catch and cure fish in

all the British provinces of North America: t ii i r> 1. the tree
navigation of the rivers St. Lawrence and St. Johns, and
all the canals connecting the great Northern lakes with
tbe Atlantic ocean; fourth, the abolition by the Province
of New Brunswick of all export duties on lumber cut in
the State of Maine, transported down the river St. John,
and thence exported ; nnd, fifth, the passage of laws by
the aforesaid Provinces to admit free of duty all said arti-
cles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United
States.

, ,The second section of the bill provides that, whenever
Great Britain shall admit iuto the British West India co¬

lonies, round, hewed, and sawed timber of all kinds, an 1
all lumber of every description, the growth and produc¬
tion of the United States, at the same rate of duty a" sh ill
be charged on similar articles from the British North
American provinces, and shall also a iiiiit such articles,
tbe growth and production of the United State.-, iuto
Great Britain aud Ireland free of duty, then, and in that.
case, such articles, the growth and production of the Bri¬
tish North American provinces, shall be admitted iuto the
United >trft»<rf free of duty. JThe bill is founded upon th* Manciples of reciprocity,
as far as it goes.upon <h« principle ot .mutual compen¬
sation for privileges granted. tt assumes as a principle
that every nation has a natural and inhereut right to re¬
fuse to import, consume, or admit into its ports all or any
of the products of any and every other country, and to
prescribe on what terms they will admit foreign product -,
if they admit them at all. All the civilized nations of the
earth have acted upon this principle. Nearly ail tuc na¬

tions of Europe and America have felt and appreciated
the importance of foreign markets for some portion of
their products; an.', inasmuch as they could not force
their products into foreign countries for consumption as a

matter of right, they have endeavored to secure the bene¬
fit of foreign markets by treaty, as a privilege purchased
bv granting some privilege as an equivalent to the people
of the nation from whom it has been purchased. 1 he
whijle colonial system of Europe is based upon the value
of colonies as markets for the manufactured products of
the parent country.
Many branches of the subject embraced in the bill nave

been before ihe country for some years, have been dis¬
cussed m newspapers and in public reports, and some of
our citizens, as well as public men and editors, have taken
.ides on many of the questions involved in it. Some per¬
sons object to it as partial and unequal, nnd denounce it
as unjust to tbe United States, because it does not estab¬
lish free trade in manufactures of all kinds, well as in
agricultural products. Foreign commerce is so compli¬
cated iu its character and bearing upon the industry of a

nation, that no general rules can be laid down prescribing
the -ame terms and conditions for regulating it between
all countries and in all articles. Every nation should
endeavor to regulate its foreign commerce in such a l.tau-

ner as to promote its own industry, by securing, as a mat¬
ter of privilege, foreign markets as extensive and good as

possible for its surplus products, to enable its people to
pav for such foreign products as they may desire: and in

all" cases to secure an equivalent for the privileges which
they may grant to the people ot other countries. Nations,
in regulating their commerce with oth(T«, should taxe
into consideration their condition, natural resources, in¬

dustry, and capacity to produce, and also the wants and
necessaries with which they cannot supply themselves at
home, a< well as the necessity of raising a re»«nue for the
support of the Government. No nation ever was so situ¬
ated as to render it expedient and advantageous to it- peo¬
ple to adopt perfect tree trade in all articles, with all na¬

tions, and to admit all articles free of duty: nor to impose
duties on all products imported ; nor to impose the same
rate of duty on all articles not admitted free. On the con¬
trary, all commercial nations have admitted many arti¬
cle- (some more and some less) free of duty, and have
imposed different grades of duty, according to circum-
S' uices, on other articles imported. Let «s examine the
details of the bill in reference to different articles and
subjects which it is intended to operate npon, and endea¬
vor'to inquire into its probable operation upon the indus¬
try and commerco of our Mimtry, in order to determine
whether we should or should not obtain full equivalents
for the privileges it grants to the inhabitant* of the Bri-
tiih Provinces.

1 ,Strong fears have been expressed that the farmers or
the Middle and Western States would be seriously in¬
jured by the Introduction of the agricultural products of
Canada into our markets. Let us examine the probable
effects of "the bill" on the trade in and prices of the
leading products of agriculture. First:

W'hrnt .ind Wheat Flour..There is no reason to floubt
* tli.it under it* operation nearly all the «ui;mU* wh<n»t and

Hour produced in UpperCanada would find its way through
tbe New York canals and railroads to the city of New
York, from which it would b^ shipped to (ireat Britain,
to New Brunswick, Nova 8t.otia, the West Indies. (Miu

, South America, with American flour, and mostly in Ame¬rican vessels ; and that it would enter into competitionwith American flour. But it n«w enters into competitionwith American flour in all foreign markets, and will con¬
tinue to do so, whether this bill thall be adopted or not.
The only substantial difference is, tliat this measure
Would give it an outlef to the foreign market during
nearly the whole year; whereas the navigation of the St.
Lawrence will admit of it« shipment to the Atlantic and
foreign ports through that channel during less than half the
year. When the markets are well aupplieJ, (as theygenerally are with flour and grain,) the known fact that
large quantities are on the w*y to market, or in ware¬
houses to be sent on the opening of navigation, has nearly
as mnch influence on prices as if the same were actuallyin the market. Prices arc governed by the proportionbetween the demand and supply of a product; but they
are generally so sensitive that they are greatly influenced
by public opinion of the crop, and the quantity to come
to market, and are raised and depressed by erroneous
estimates of the crop, and by false reports. Sneh beingthe case, inasmuch as the United States and Canada nlso
produce considerable quantities of wheat and fl«ar fur
exportation nearly every year, which must seek tbe same
foreign markets, by which its value on the seaboard will
generally be regulated, It is of very little consequence to
the American farmer whether Canadian flour find* a fo-
zeign market through tbe channel of the St. Luwrcnoe or

the Hudson river. Notwithstanding our tariff during
the speculative fever and bloated paper currency in our

country in 1830 and 1837, wheat wab imported into the
United States from Great Britain, France, Holland, the
IIanise Towns, and from nearly all the maritime countries
of Europe, as well as from Cauttda. Products
the best markets which are offered. \\ lien the United States
have a short crop, which is not sufficient for home con¬

sumption, wheat and flour from Canada and other foreign
countries will be imported, as they were in 1880 and
1887; nnd under such circumstances our people, as a

whole, cannot be injured by the introduction of Canada
wheat and Hour free of duty Though the eflcct may be
to keep down prices, and thus lessen the profits of uo-
mestic producers arid speculators, it will benefit con-

sumers, who are perhaps twenty times as numerous.
When our wheat croji is deficient our tariff on Cauadiun
wheal and Hour has no effect, except to raise prices ex-

travagantly high, and thereby tax twenty persons, wilh-
out allowing them any sort of e.ju alent, in oi '.or to >e-
utflt ouii; and when wa have a surplu-1 the wUoct iw to
force Canadian wheat and Hour to a foreign market
through the St. Lawrence, aud thus deprive our citizens
of the profits of transporting it through our country and
to a foreign market. It would be difficult to show how
the United States could be injured by reciprocal free trade
with Canada in wheat and flour, even if we were to have
no equivalent except the profits on the transportation
and sale of their products.

.As to Butler, Clitese, Bcrf, Tallow, and Atftit, the United
States produce a surplus of each of these articles for ex¬

portation, and so do Canada and the other British Pro¬
vinces, which meet in the same markets in Great Britain,
in the West Indies, and in South America. Hence the
whole chain of reasoning advanced in relation to wheat
and flour applies in all it* force to each of theee products,
and need not be repeated.

B.'/e, Oats, Barley, Peas, and Beam..The United States,'and the British Provinces also, produce a surplus of|
these articles ; and there is very little foreign market lor
them. There is no reason to doubt, also, that the pro-
duction is greater, in proportion to the population and
home demand for them, in the British Provinces than it
is in the United States; and that the effect of free trade
in them would be to bring a portion of the crops of the
Provinces into the United States in search of a market,
and to reduce and keep down prices. It should be borne
in mind, however, that these crops are of minor impor¬
tance; that they will not in general bear transportation
very far; that but a small portion of our country bor¬
dering on the Provinces would be much affected by this
increased competition in our markets; and that the effect
on prices and the injury to the American farmer would
not be likely to be very great. Though the interests of
the United States'would be prejudiced by free trade in
these articles only, this bill secures ample equivalents
for all such sacrifices an 1 privileges which it proposes to
grant to the people of the British Provinces.

Indian Corn, Pork, and Lard..These articles are

grouped together becau <: pork and lard are the products
of Indian corn, and the prices of the products and the
materials of which they are made mutually affect each
other. Indian corn flourishes most below the fortieth de¬
gree of latitude, though it does tolerably well between
the fortieth and forty-fourth parallel; but it is generally
a poor crop above the latter line. NS part of Canada or
the British Provinces lies below the 42d degree of lati¬
tude, and but a very small portion 'lelow the 48th. 'J he
crop of corn in Upper and Lower Canada in 1851, as re¬

ported in the census of 1852, was but a trifle over two
million bushels; the crop of the United States in 184'.»,
as reported in the census of 18.>0, was over five hundred
and ninety two million bushels. The United States con¬
stitute the greatest corn growing and pork making coun¬

try in the world. Neither the British North American
Provinces nor any part of Europe can produce either
corn, pork, or lard as cheap ns they are produced in the
United Suites ; and hence the people of the United States
would be greatly benefited by free trade in those articles
.wi<h any ««.d every civilized country of the earth. It
would enable them to some extent to monopolize the
markets of ether countries, to increase their sales at bet¬
ter priccs, and would encourage an increased production.
Indian corn is now admitted into Canada free of duty,
but pork, bacon, and hams arc charged with a duty of
from 12A to 2<» per cent. Considerable quantities or pork,
bacon, and lard are exported annually from the United
States to Cmud a anl the other Provinces, and much
greater ijuantities will be exported to them if this mea¬
sure of reciprocal free tn.de in the articles enumerated
should be adopted. The advantages to the American
farmer of free trad# with the Provinces in pork, hams,
bacon, and lard would probably l»e more than an equiva¬
lent for any disadvantages to them arising from free trade
in rye, oats, barley, and other small grains.

UpoJ..Cunada and the other British Provinces lie in
too high a latitude and too rigorous a climate to raise
sheep and grow wool to much advantage. I have no

doubt that wool can be grown in many parts of the United
States with from one-third to half the labor that is requir¬
ed in Canada. The quantity of wool grown in Upper and
Lower Canada in 1851, ns reported in the census of 18 )2,
was but little over four million pounds; the quantity rais¬
ed in the United St-.tes in 1840, according to the recent
census, exceeded fifty-two million pounds. The quantity
produced in Canada and the other provinces is not suflfi-
cient to clothe the people; and if they should send any
to the United Stitcs, it must be sent merely to be manu-

factored, to be returned in the shape of woollen goods.
No injury can possibly arise to the American fanner from
free trade with the provinces in wool.

Firewood imported into the United Stat** i» *uhjeet to a

diih/ of 30 per cent..The value of firewood imported lroin
Canada and the other British Provinces during the year
ending June 30th, 1H52, exceeded $2->0,OtM), on which
duties were paid exceeding $76,000. This was imported
into the cities and villages in the lake country, and along
the frontier east of the lakes, as well as into New Eng-
land. The duty must average sixty cents per cord, and
perhaps more. If there was no duty the price would fall
very likely as much ns hnlf the amount of the duty, say
thirty cents, which would enable ufc consumers to save

thirty cents per cord in the priC^^Jw American wood¬
man must sell at thirty cents less, and the British subject
would realize thirty cents more per cord for his wood.! This Mould stimulate the latter to bring perhnps twice ns
much to our markets, as the increased price would enable
him to. bring it from greater distances. The increased
quantity imported would tend to reduce prices still more,
to the benefit of the consumer; nnd the tendency of re-
duccd prices would be to discourage the American land¬
owner from cutting ofl his wood so fast ns he otherwise
would, nnd induce him to preserve it for the future wants
of the country. Would this be an injury to our country?
Is firewood, in the present condition of our country, a

proner subject of protection ?
I My opinion is, that firewood is not in general a proper
«ntu*ct of protection, though it may be a proper object on
which to impose countervailing duties, and duties for
revenue, in certain exigencies. In certain exigencies of n

country it may be proper nnd expedient to impose duties
for the purpose of raising revenue on almost every article
imported, but protective duties should be imposed on

foreign imports with a view to increase nnd promote home
industry, by securing the home market to the domestic
producer, and never with the sole or principal view of pcr-
mancntly raising prices. The mechanic arts and manu-I factures of almost every kind require skill, experience,
business talent, capital, skilful workmen, and established
markets in order to carry them on successfiflly and to
the greatest advantage. Colonists and nations of recent
origin never possess these artificial advantages, however
great may be their adaptation to acquire them nnd the
natural resources of their country. Laborers being more
abundant in an old than in n country, labor is gen-
orally cheaper in the former than in the latter. The
United States possess all the natural resources nnd advan¬
tages for manufacturing, and the American people have
.id adaptation to tnecfanuieal manufacturing industry, and
all that i« needed is sufficient duties on foreign product*
competing witli theirs in onr markets to counterbalance
the difference in wnges and other artificial advantages, to
cnuMe our people to acquire those artificial adrantages
which are possessed by the British, French, ntvl some
other of the old nations of Europe. The effect of duties
under such circumstances is to raise prices only twr.por-
arily to increase American industry, to increase the sup¬
ply of products in the mnrkot, and thereby to reduce pricesItgain to the former standard, and eventually below tho
previous standard of price'. The imposition of protective
duties under suoh circumstances tends to build up manu¬
factures. to concentrate n manufacturing population in
cities and village*, to provide mnrk'ts for farmers nnd all
other producers, to increase the industry of the country,
and to promote the interest- of producers, without in the
end imposing any additional burdens on consumers, the
whole duty being eventually thrown ns a tax on the pro¬
ducer of nrticles imported.
Can any suoh effects flow from the imposition of duties

«n firewood imported? f'Ttainly not. Flu* necessary
etVecf ;s to encourage tl.c cutting off and destruction of

the wood . to cause a permanent increase of the pi e of
fuel 10 impose additional burdens on consumers, w iout
providing them any new markets or other advant ;irid eventually to lessen rather than to increase t in¬

dustry of the country. If wood grew up and came to
maturity in a year or less, as gram does, and large quanti¬
ties could be cut annually from the same piece ot ground,
or if our forests were inexhaustible, so that cutting ;<d
brinaing to market might be treated as producing the
wood the case would be very different As it is the
consumers of firewood on and near the frontier would be
benefited by admitting it lrec of duty, and the conutr.
irencrnlly would in '.he eud be benefited also.r

Much of this reasoning in relation to firewood applies
with treat force to all agricultural and other products,
imported in their raw state, to be used as material®, or
slock to be manufactured : such as wool, cotton, bi-ws,
dvestuffs and timber. The f..nner should exp«4fc.lo de¬
rive In advantage from the growth ofm^cUinu^wnsand villages, and an increased demand thevefroaa >®rJ"*j .>.<.! not bv duties ou raw materials, *lwohP^U»Hee«idW todefeai the end and obj-ctso beSSSdS np ing duties on foreign manufactures.
The policy of France is, and long ha. been to.imp,heavy duties on manufactures imported, but to ad ultrul materials to be manufactured, either on very low
duties or entirely free, ^uch was formerly the policy ot
Great Britain, and the same was continued as long as

protective duties could be useful to her people. I think,
therefore, that the United States would not suffer any
serious injury from reciprocal free trade ^Jh Canada and
the British Provinces in raw materials to be manufi.e
tured, and raw products to be consumed, even if we were
to have no other equivalents.

ProvincesUnmanufactured tobacco imported into the 1 rovinces
is now charged with a duty; the bill proposes to admit t

free, which would be an advantage to the tobecco-plaut-
i '"The bill also propose? reciprocal free trade in agricul¬
tural implements, including axes; which would tend 0
increase the markets and the industry as well as the
piifflintrcG (it tlis LnitcJ btiitcs#

. jThe general effect of the bill would be to increase the
commerce, navigation, and internal transporta ion of the |United States, and to increase the demand tor out -man

factures, and thereby increase our manufacturing indus-tJy Tllcse advantages, and those stated in the condi¬
tion- of the bill, constitute the principal benefits and
equivalents which the people of the l nitedSt*te«iwi.
derive from the measure, if it shall be adopted. By the
first and second conditions the privilege will be¦«soured
to our citizens to fish in all the waters of the British North
American Provinces, and to cure fish upon the coasts and
shores of those provinces. This is a great privilege,
would be of very great advantage to the American people,

what do w'e ggivc for.lt? We grant to the colonists
the privilege of selling fi»h in our markets, without paj
inK I.y duty on them ; while we secure the double prixi-efe of catchin- and curing fish within their possessionsSfi witters, L.1 of soiling tl» M. tve.ly .»

their markets, without paying duties. \\ e grant one

privilege and secure two as an equivalent.P
The free navigation of the river St. Johns, and the

abolition of all export duties on lumber cut iu the Mate
jof Maine and transported down that river and tl'cuce ex-

ported, would be of great consequence to that State, an

materially enhance the value of a large amount of wool
and timbered lands, and the fuel and luniberU.it may be
cut upon them. As to the importation of timber from the
Provinces into the United States, it strikes me that the
people of the Uuited States will be fully compensated for
it by the privileges secured to them by the bill, of cx-

|porting timber and lumber to Great Britain free of du.y ,and to th<* British West Indies on the same terms that are
allowed to the inhabitants of the British Provinces If
the effect should be to increase the supply, and reduce
prices in the United States, it will promote the lutorc^It consumers, as much as it will prejudice the mtercst of
1 imbermen. The arguments hereto ore advanced in reli-
ti..n to firewood apply to timber

ver
IThe provision to secure the fr^ navigation of U,* #.ver

St. L»*rwM«iaai« use (a«^e*tothe
of all the canals oonneeting th« Lakes with t'he A'tUu
ocean is of importance to the Northwestern 8tates. The (
St Lawrence being in so high a latitude, the navigation
above Quebec is obstructed by ice about six months <>f the*e."IS tl,.t ri.y tu
gulf is rendered very dangerous full hair the year y
floating ice, fogs, winds aud storms ; and for J
months the navigation is impracticable. The navifcanocrgoodfrom the tre part of May to thelatter^partofCJ-tober- and the distance from Quebec to Liverpool be»rabout four hundred miles less than it is^ New \ «rk
to Liverpool, flour, lumber an«l other co
aliir.ned dnring the summer season from Lake 1-

Liverpool by the way of Quebec, and merchandise trans¬

port, d back cheaper than by way^of New101tk. Ij*objection to the St. Lawrence route is, that very little o

the flour made from a crop of wheat can be sent to Ore
Britain or to any other foreign country ^rough ttoi
channel until the following June after it is harvest**,
liv the New York route, on the contrary, much of it maj
be put into the British markets in November and Decem¬
ber and the remainder during the winter and sPrl"&-
The advantope in time is very great and important in

favor of the N «sw York route. This would bring the greatest
part of the wheat and flour of Upper Canada to>N
York to be shipped, and give to the canals, railway*, and
citizens of the United States the profits of transporting
thru, across our country, to our shippu^ mcrc mnts he
profits of shipping them to foreign countries and selling
them If thi- measure should be adopted, the probability

that the canal from Albany to Lake Chan,plain would

the foot of the bake to the St. Lawrence, near Montreal,
IV very large proportion of the exports of Montre

would be made through New York, and the greatest part
of its supplies ofgoods would be obtained through the same
channel The trade of Kingston and all the other cities
of Upper Canada would take the same course. These ef-fpM.«ild be produced by the operation of reciprocal
trade The colonial merchants would be attract*a 40
ureat marts of commerce, to which they woul*l semi their
product«, in search of goods suited to the conditio., and
wants of the people. New business relations would beformed! ami they would be likely tc buy the most of
thier supplies in the markets where they sell their products
and have the greatest facilities for making payment an

*Reciproce1° trade would tend to Increase the n"[ort£ngC0to the Northwestern States of the navigation of the 8.
1 iwrence. The greater the number of channels Open,
iind the greater the facilities for transporting productsInd merchan li«e, the more speedy business will be done
and freights will be lower. The difference in the prices
of freights will be so considerable during the »um'"
season that the timber, staves, aud other lumber will
nearly all eo by the St. Lawrence.

.... ,ThI more I examine the subject in its details and re¬
flect upon the probable operation of the bill, the more I
am satisfied that, if adopted, it will open new and extcn
«ivc markets for our mechanical products and maun a
tures : that it will increase the industry, commerce. an<
wealth of the United States, <>s well as of the Provinces,
and that it is one of the most important measures now
before the American people.

But it is urged that the reciprocity is partUl: that it
noes only halt way; that it should include manufacture*,
and all products of American industry; that it goes J
bo far as will promote the industry of the co on.es .i d
omits to carry out the principle of reciprocity to
of industry which would benefit the people of the
States. In order to test the validity and force <.¦'
objection, let us examine the relative condition of Great
Britain, the Colonies, and the United States.

(2rent Britain has her manufactures of cotton, wool,
llax, iron, and hardware well established. '

immense amount of machinery in operation, g^atexve-rienee. great numbers of skilful workmen. cheap U or.
extensive markets, secured by long established bu.» e -

relatioiis and by means of her colonies, and ari a mos^unlimited amount of capital. I hcse are mo* >
advantages which she has acquired dunng nearly two
centuries of protection ; which no nation can ]
acquire without securing its markets for the benefit of
own laborers and industry. These 'J .

^rtiit. and the amount and capacity of British iu.iJnn
to manufacture cotton, wool, and iron are so ex ^that they can tnanufacUire those articles <

.

any other nation, and could supply the m^ketsofduworld, if they could command them without con p jThe colonies have none of these artificial n« % m - fC
can never acquire then, un<ler the present co "l" ' ."

t-m. The Unite<I States have acquired many of ti

«»tifieial advantages la a limited extent, an u" t

^v^tem of partial and variable protection. The cp .

of the United States to mnnufaoture common co <.

woollt" fabrics, iron, nails, cutlery, castings o a .>-

includit.l mill-irons and machinery, common g .I,^y leather, boots, shoes, and all articles aiade o.

leather, of partly of leather ond partly of wood, MM

ake agricultural implements, furniture, and all i ie
articles ofmechanic al industry, greatly txeet- .

ur markets and ltie means of selling to advantage. in
11 these prticfcs, excont iron and woollen goods, we cou <

ompete sucoetssi^iy with the British in the Colouia.
,.arkets. with the advantages of proximity and the ta-
Hlt'.es ifhich recie» trade under the bill iu qu.-stion
a.ild j-iTO "'1 ne O»loni ties on mechanical and innr.u-
ictviM'p.c Instances of but twelve and .
,ilf ner cent ! of revenue only, rheyiui-
,)S, the ita;p .u.c u uie maouliicture» of Great l»ri->

4ia ^ >o of the United States. 1 he con
> uu.aeift. i.u.m rcraala an agncultiuul, |.a»i:if, and lum'teiing peopio us long aa thoj lcinaw

pinnies, and mu out; ,ue c omparatively poor. in;J"wsturfug awl n h*ui. industry (much of which Ml
bo* by vr.c&n. I.:m< i. produces a much larger
icome than ujjri'ji dt stry, which is mostly manuaHlrftr P"f I Jiiauui.'cturcd product-- .1'a.

i .1. « . Violl have 1
thobSt Tf the tru.i.e-> and have an advantage over tlivaa,
as tho British have over us ill much of ourcommctce xaiuJtWein. When the people of a® agricultural country traur
with those of u inanulacturin? and commercial co"%try.
tVo former usually give the latter thetUC runner uaunio rl>' «.

. .. .ukd a half to three days labor for one. Tins io®«wi*-i y
klens them comparatively poor, invo.ved m de it, nu' -.
DOidant fiiirh is the condition, and must continue uc

condition, ft the colonists ; they w 111 constantly want more
finds thai they can pay for.

4 :\" The doioBtic exports of the United States to
colonics Airing the year endin'g June 30th, ltto-, were
value 1 atlver $6,000,000 ;*about three-fourths of which
oon^istewf products of mechanical and manufacturingindustry/ The principal reason, in my opinion, why they
do not tiy any of us is that we do not buy much of them, jDuring [ho same year foreign products were exported,
from til United States to those colonics valued at over,

t")0. If)') . making the whole amount of exports to themJuTm..'fat year over $10,500,000, while the imports re-
ceivedi'iB them in payment amounted toonlv
These lets .are shown by tables 15, C, D, B, ami b, ap-,

I PtXliberborile'in mind that our manufactures mustcom.:! in the colonial markets, not with the mauufao-turesJf the colonies, for they have none of any account
but 11 y must compete with similar articles manufactuu 1
in G-l.t Britain. It will therefore make very little diff,re,I to our people whether our manufactures arc ad-;mittJ into the colonics free of duty, or charged w.tli t

dutvlf twelve and a half or even twenty per cent , pro-,videi those of Great Britain are admitted on the same
tcrnl K this measure should be adopted, nc irly all t

surf lis. products of Upper Canada would be scnt to New
Vor Boston, and Portland,, and purchased by our ship
pina merchants, by whom they would be exported , the ,

n al produce dealers would draw bills of exchange on
(Purchasers and commission merchants fur the rro-

ed which would be sold to the colonial merchants, and
ed a payment of goods purchnV: 1 in our mart- of com
HPU lu this mode our trade with th«> colonies would

and expand, and our sales to them of the piodut.-. »

uui .mlustry would be likely to increase, and keep pace
wit] their means' and ability to make payment.I

1 every view of this measure which has occurred to

me, it appears clear to my mind that as a w io.e it canno
fail if adopted, to prove advantageous to the industry,
cor aerce, and prosperity of the Imted tatcs.

:ry respectfully, your obedicnt^ervann -
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. WASHINGTON'S WILL.

Shet.v- Alexandria Gaiette has perused the correspon-'
deneo touching the interesting subject of the engraving ot

a A«e simile of Wasihsgtos's Autograph Will.
Mr. Au uei. Moss, the Clerk of the County Court of;

Fairfax, writes to Mr. Custis, of Arlington, the sole suyvivi^r executor of the Will of Washington, and tl* sole
Hurviviup member of his domestic UuMy, ai fo.low^Faip.-ai Covkt 11 ffr, J.vr. 2S,

ferstcrJja fys.p.an additional one of two or three huudred doUa« .t don«
here. The law does not permit me to remove any rec r l o

paper out of the county, and I therefore, think of J'[ho Legislature of the Suite for a special a, t authoming ine t-
.,,ki¦ the Will out of the county for the purpose . tort
You sir, are the sole surviving executor, and if my propo¬
sition meet# your approbation, it will very much aid me iu oh.

. V, I^.riMature. I -hall require bond andtailing; t e s .

,l0jnE ihe work that the Will fhal! notbTinjured in any particuUr. I cannot thiiik of any oth-.-«

To Gej. W. P. Crsns, Esq., of Arlington.
Iu reply to this letter, Mr. Custis gave to the C lerK of

Fairfax .h. req.i.W. «.
based upon the approbation of the Legislature as

removal tvNcw York, and requiring that the-most amp
security should be taken for the preservation of the pa¬
per while abroad, and its safe return to, \ lrg.nta. and
that when the engraving shall have been successfully exe¬

cuted the scse surviving exccutor further requires that
the venerablc autograph of the Pater PatH« slmU be-
? l frni.i nublic observation atld oarefu..y p.cserve-I'miing the mo''^cherished archives of the county of Fairfax.

I Tctiiio..On Friday Ust Che attention of two! Stju.et At r
ponnsvlvania avenue was ar-gentlemen walking > | ng^ of a white kd of (J 0r

«]. r not. 10 market, wblch he l.».UI.a,W'lW
i rt laid out A dollar note had been given hini

. lIZ i this note he had lost. So piteous were huin chaug ,

;,,ns of erief, so plentiful his tears, andcries and exp i'

h p ar t0 dread meeting his mistr**--,thoroughly did he appear
lne.i.np

I linff l,ini there, in tlie coursc of conversation vt ry""t mdiv mentioned the little cirounisUince to the lady.She very Toon assure 1 them that the whole thu g; was
.i . i ,. i .in a niece of moat auroit ncung on the part

of ihc vo i"- iiypocntc, and, semiing for him, confronted
X -iu ik'f ucntlemen, before whom he contesacd tr.tuSJi deceived them. On being compelled by his n.is-^ ln .t lte the whole truth of the matter, lie acknow-

tint t'i« dollar bill be had u.us swinulcd was then
. /£. w ood-pile in the yard, from which he subsequently1" |lt it the gentlemen recognising it as tlie idv"tical::Sm, The notable point about the thing

tlie exceeding art and villanous talent with wnichyt.g «cat personated the agony of misfortune and
ftnti«:il atetl severe punishment.
t,Nui Glorv..On Thursday night, nbo.i: .» .;uarter

wfl>rc eleven o'clock, those who happened to be ini ua

streets,or in a position to view the moon, enjoyed tli-

very common spectacle of a lunar halo, or glorv. in

tfco prism»lic color, ,«re .11 .Ironjlj, ml » '"1 c
, iilrn U-ntly Jcvelope'l. A wry thin mist corcr, ,

greatly dimming, the lustre of the planet. pon^aJina the moo. rlrfble. flr.t, a l»."«;disk, from four and a half to five diameters
'in breadth, Us outer portions running int'">Jl)' 1

orange; and next a ring, of soracv. )'. asdiameter, containing the rod bands, which were -

well defined as in the ordinary rainbow: tile
circled by nn annulus of more than

th!inbreadth of the purest azure. It wasvt-i <-e "

ten minutes.for so long we saw it ourse v» -,

observed its first formation.and it retained
i ness for half that time. It was one of the mo*t
an ! beuutiful phenomena of the class we evil " ''

[ ^ 9r * ' 'nr

Kr.Ef orv TitK PlaTToRM..a decision wa-; '

by Judge Marshall, of the Court of oinmon
Baltimore, a few days ago, to the effect;t a r.< ¦..

panics are not liable for personal iiyuru - w '

tiecur to passengers while standing on the p <

car", against the warnings of the conou 'i 'i
,

was that of Tcmide vs. the Philadelphia, ^i'"'1 ?
Ti'.iltimorc Railroad t'ompnny. 1' appeiars

had his foot crushed in conscqwenof «-f a -1

train in which he was riding with another rat
imonvtime of the collision, however, it was Mi"W^ ^ ^that Temple was standing on the platform < f .

rect violation (4 »n established regulation ot the m
e-ompany, and a'ter having been specia .J w .ta

peril by the conductcr of the train.

TURKEY AND MONTENEGRO.
FROM LATE LOUDON PAI'KRS.

The movement round Montenegro is daily augmenting
in importance, r»n<l->>i«ls fair to assume the proportions of
a bloody struggle for ascendancy in European TurkeV,
where the longstanding question must be decided whe¬
ther the cross (i. e. the Greek cross, with the Czar for a

Pope) cr the orescent shall in future reign over the pro¬vinces extending t'.om the Black Sen. to the Adriatic,
which have been hitherto nominal.y subject to the P< rte.
What part Ati-iria will play in the drama it is not iifti-
cult to guess.certainly not that of a neutral and indiffer¬
ent spectator. Tiie uncle of the reigning Prince of Mon¬
tenegro is now in Vienna, for the purpose, us it is -r.id,
of obtaining a promise 01 assistance from the Austrian
Government. «

A letter from Vienna, announcing the departure of
Count de Linunge from that capital on a special mission t >

Constantinople, relative to the affairs of Montenegro, says
that the Count's instructions are as follows:

1. Austria offers hur kind oftie*« and la.utvrvention«
to rc-establiSh the >:atu quo ante.

2. Austria, in her quality of protecting Power of the
border Chrifctift;:s, dcir.r.nds a ce. nation of the'persecution-
and arbitrary acts of which the poor rayabs hive been!
hitherto victims ia the Turkish provinces.

3. in case, however, the Turkish Government should
decline to comply with this request, Couut Linange is in¬
structed to inform the Ottoman Porte of the firm resolu¬
tion of Austria to intervene rolely for the protection of
the Christians against all persecution and oppression, but
in no manner to influence the relations between Turkey
and Montenegro.
A correspondent of the Pari.* /' .ne writes from the

Boccadi Cattaro on the 17th:
The Turks are beaten every where. They arc in groat

force. Omer I'asha concentrated at Podgariiza (one of(the three border fortresses of Montenegro) 10,000 Nizanis
and 11,000 ltayahs. The l\:cha of Sutari left Antivari
with 10,000 men, including 1,000 Nizams; while the Pa-
cha of the Ilerzogowina attacked the northern frontier
with 8,000 men. They were every where driven back by
small numbers of the Montenegrins. Fire and slaughter,
it is added, mark the passage of the Turks.

Austrian vessels of war and land forces are on the -pot
to prevent the passage either way of Turkish troops across
the two strips cf land belonging to the Hi-rzogowino, on
the Adriatic coast.
Ou the night of the loth, says the Triester Zeitung, Ozman

Pasha took up a strong position at the foot of a hill ou the
plain behind Scutaii. The Montenegrins, availing them¬
selves of the stormy night, attacked the Turkish camp,
where alarm mid disorder were beginning to prevail. The
Turks dispersed on all sides, and the following trophies of
victory were carried off by the Montenegrins: Seventeen
standards, (among them that of the Prophet, which is
said to consist of Mahomet's inexpressibles,) eighty horse-
loads of powder, sixty horses, a number of arms and sil¬
ver-mounted yatagans, and la»f. though not least, three
hundred and seventeen Turks' heads.
Vienna. Ff.iiiu".u:y -3..Although the dispatch of a

Corp* 0'ietrvati«n to the frontier during the progress of
the Montenegrin strife is a perfectly intelligible proceed¬
ing, the order given suddenly yesterday afternoon to
mobolise the ninth army corps now in garrison here and
march it to the frontier has produced some surprise.
Meanwhile three brigades have already heeu started for
Croatia. t
A division of pioneers marches to-day; to-morrow the

inf:.ntrv regiment, Prince Eiuile, will follow; on the oth
the ifjiinent viratid Duke Constantine, the regiment of
Lancers, that ot the Archduke Charles, as well ns others,
will be sent wit): the necessary batteries. Nothing po¬
sitive has transpired as the immediate grounds el' this
order. «

.
I

1 am informed that the Austr'.au forces on the Turkish
frontier will number 4o,000 men. It will be divided into
two corps, ol" which the first, stationed in the Austrian
Bosnian frontier, will be comniauded by Jellacbicli, the
notorious li in, and the second, stationed in DalraaUa, l»y
Gen. Couut Leitiingen.
An arfde, just issued from the Ministry of the Interior,

informs Austrian* disposed to emigrate to the United
States that, except under very special circumstances they
will not be allowed to return, but will be considered to
have lost irrecoverably their rights of domicile. All Min-
istcrs are cautioned again-t facilitating the return of sueli
emigrants by improper tin:.', and the frontier police are

enjoined to keep a sharper lookout than ever.
I The Aug-burg (iiuctte of the oth quotes from the G*
zette of Vieuua of the 4th a:, article on the affairs ef Tur¬
key, in which it states that Austria has not taken any ug
gresaive attitude toward Turkey.

jtt sstA..The report of an advance of the Iltissiar
second army corps upon the Swedish frontier is confirmed.
The Vienna T'resse, which makes this statement, adds
that the fifty army corps, under Gen. Hudiger, has already
received marching order-, and the fourth nrny crops,
in expectation of similar command*, has called in its
reserves.

The 6t*t. Correspondent nas the following from the ¦'eat
of war, dated January :

The Bosnian Turks advanced from Ni'<sicb, in the
Herzegovitie, to the forti!:e' convent ofO*trog, one of (no
most elevated points of the Zeta Valley, in the* Bis'opav-
livich Nahia, (district,) and after taking. losiug, and re-

j taking it, th«-y took up a strong position oif the river
Zeta.° At the "same time Omer Pasha pu bed forward
his corps from the fortress of Spiiss, and obtained posses¬
sion of the valley of the /.tta. The consequence «>f this
combined cpcrr.tion vrar that the Montenegrins were

obliged to retreat to the height* on the right batik ot the
Zeta, where Prince Daniel with 1,600, and Pero Petrovich
with'the same number of Montenegrins, now afe.
The four Nabias, Bilopavlivicb, Morntseha, Piperi, and

Kut.-ka, being thus cut from the four Nahia* forming
Montenegro Proper, have declared their adhesion to Omer
Pasha, who has published a proclamation. After some
feeble attempts to penetrate into the Cerninina Nahia,
the Bey of Antivari fell back ou Mount Suttettnan, where
he is norv opposed to a few hundred mountaineers.
Deni- .'h Pasha, with 4,000 or 5,000 men, is posted ou

the tal le land of Grahovo, within sightof the frontiers of
Montenegro. The Woiwode. a respected and gallant but
inexperienced man, shut himself tip in his hou^e with his
men : but the Turks having brought their artillery to bear
on it, he and forty others were oblige 1 to surrender.
One hundred and fifty families have already sought shel¬
ter on the Austrian side of the* frontier.

1'rep Ska Sot/xmsns.. Vn interesting account has jut
been received by the Royal Society of an expedition tor
m iking a survey of the Pacific, ('apt. Dksham, B. V,
of the Herald, gives the result or the deepest sea sound¬
ings ever otnele, taken by him in .>) deg. f.' ir.in. south
latitude, and deg. f> min. west longitude. The .onn.ding
wa» obtained on a calm day. on a pa*sag<* from llio Ja¬
neiro to the Cape of Good ilope. Cnpt. Denham had re-

eeivfd from Commodore Mi Kkivw. United States Navy,
1*»,'K>0 fathoms of line, 10.IMK) fathoms on one reel and
o.otsi on another, and that was the line used. The plum¬
met, which W'i« eleven inches long, weighed nine pounds.
When 7,070 fathoms were run of the line, the --ea bottom
was reached. Cnpt. Denham and Lieut. Hutche-on, by
wh m he wit* agisted, several times drew up the line tit¬
ty fathoms and dropped it again, but it stoppel at the
same mark, and would not run another turu of the re 1.
The time occupied in taking their sounding was nine
hour*, tweuty-four minutos, and sixty-liv? seconds; the
length cf linti 7-7 geographical miles of 00 to a degree.
The hicrhest summit of the Himalaya mountain* doc- not
exceed feet. Thus the sea bottom has depths
which greatly surpass the highest elevation upon the
earth's surface. <treat care was taken to bring up the
plummet to show the nature of the bottom, but it broke
at 140 faihon.s Vlow the water line, carrying awny u
thermometer which had been attached to it, at the depth
of three thousand feet. This «oundiug is the deepest evet
made. The strength of -the line was equal to 7« lbs in
air.the 7.700 fathoms 'weighed when dry 77 lbs., exclusive
of plummet..l.ondon paper.

Tuk SriniT Kapimxu Misciiiffv.. During the past year
eighteen persons were admitted to the* Indiana asylum for
the insane, whose insanity is attributed to the spirit-rap¬
ping imposture. Nearly every asylum for tho insane has
tl.c victims of thi* impostur* among it* inmates. W e do
not suppose that the impostors can he reached by legal
enactments, and iift'T the repeated exposures that have
been made of the bare faced humbug, without any com-
mensurate salutary effect, we have little hope that the
number of dupes for some time to come will be seriously
l.minixhod. We can only say that the responsibility of
all this nii-ery rests upon those who oncouragc the rap-
ji r- by vi-ititig and paying them, quiti as much as upon
the rappers themselves..Acw 1 oik rct'il Adt'crtiier,

I LAW OF THE UNITED STATES,
Pawrf at the tSeco/i'l feiwrt of the Thirty-.ecoml

C'outfrtM rf the, Cnit',1 Stat>-* of America.

[Pcblio.yo. 24.]
AN A' I' amendatory of existing laws relative to the half

doll..r, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime.
1> it rihicti'd Li/ the S->n.i(e and /fount of 'Rrprttt.i'utivet of

the United Sluttt of . inifWfa in Conyrest um-.hbltd, 'l'hut
from and after the first Jay of Juno, eighteen liundred
anu fifty-two, the weight of the half dollar or piece of
fitly edits shall be on<* fcandred and niuety-twj-grains,
and the quarter dol'ar, lime, and half dime shall lie, re¬

spectively, one-half, one-filth, and one-teutb of the weight
of said half dollar.
^

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sliver coins
issued in conformity with the above section shall be legal
tenders in payment of debts for all sums not exceeding
five dollars.

Sec. H. And (m UfurUter enacit.<£ Tkat, in order to pro¬
cure bullioufor the requisite coinage of the subdivisions
{ t1 lallilr Juthf.rifcd bjirtbto act, Uie Tiausurw of the

Nnr;t sbuTl, wnb tire arpprovru of the Director, purchase
such bullion with the bullion fund-oi" the uiint. Ife shall
chnri<e himself with the gain arising from the coinage of
such bullion into coins of a nomitml value exceeding the
intrinsic value thereof, and slfail be credited with the
dillercace between such intrinsic value and the price paid
tor said bullion, and with the expense of distributing said

I coins it hereinafter provided. The balances to his cre-

dit, or the profit of said coinage, shall be, from time to
tune, on a warrant of the Director of the mint, transferred

j to the account of the Trea- ury of the United States.
j Sec. 4. And be it further >.mct'd, That such coins shall
l>epuid out at tfie mint, in exchange for gold coins at par,
in sums not loss than one hundred dollars: and it shall be

J lawful, also, to transmit parcels of the same from time to
time to the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other
officers of the United States, under general regulations,
proposed by the Director of the .Mint, and approved by ,

the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, hon-r >r, That
the amount coined into quarter dollars, dimes, and half
dimes shall be regulated by the Secretary ol' the Treasury.

Sec. 5. And he it furtherjnac'td, That no depositee for
coinage into the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and half
dime shall hereafter be received, other than those made
by the i'reasurer of the Mint, a-' herein authorized, and
upou account ol' the United States.

Sec. ii. And be it further enacted, That, at the option
of the depositor, gold or silver may be cast iuto bars or

ingots of either pure metal or,cf -tandurd fineness, as the
owner may prefer, with a -tamp upon the same designa¬
ting its weight and fiuenes-; but no piece, of either gold
or silver, shall be cast into bars or ingots of a'.ess weight
than ten ounces, except pieces of one ounce, of two

ounces, of three ounces, and of five ounces, all of which
pieces of less weight than ten ounces shall be of the
standard fineness, with their weight and fineness stamped
upon them; but in cases whether the gold and silver
deposited be coined or cast into bars or ingots, there
shall be a charge to the depositor, hi addition to, the
charge now made for refining or parting the metals, of
oue-half of one per centum. The money' arising from
this charge of one half per centum shall be charged to
the Ireasurer ot the mint, and from time to tiu''1, 011 w;tr-

rant of the Director of the Mint, shall he transferred into
the Treasury of the United States: Piori'/d, hotter,r,
Hint nothing contained in this section shall be considered
as applying to the half dollar, the quarter dollar, the
dime, and half dime.

Sec. 7. And he it further enaetnl, That from time to time
there shall be struck and coined at the Mint of the United
States, and the branches thereof, conformably in all re¬

spects to law, and conformably in all respects to ihe stand¬
ard of gold coins now established by law, a coin of gold o(
the value of t'iree doll irs, or units, and all the provisions
of an act' entitled l,An act to authorize the coinage of.
gold dollars and double eagles," approved Match third,
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, shall be applied to
the coin herein authorised, so f ir a* the same may be
applicable; hut the devices and shape of the three-dollar
picce wbull he fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury.

Sec. fc. And be it further cri'icted, That this a t shall be
in force from and after the first day of Juue next.

Approved, February 21, 1853.

TO THE PUBLIC.

Any person who may have any thing within his posses¬
sion or control asked for in the following circular will
pleas# veg.-.rd it as personally addressed to himself:
ToMr.: Boston, Jasvary, 18G3.
The subscribers, appointed under the will of the late

j Mr. Webster as his literary executors, wish to begin the

^
fuMirinent of their duties by collecting, as soon as may be,
whatever can be found of his work.® and correspondence
not already known and published as his, and whatever
may, in any way, serve to illustrate his life, character; or

public services. They therefore address themselves to
you, and ask you to con.; tunicate to them, or either of
them, in such manner as may be most convenient and
agreeable t j yourself:

1. Any letters, or copies of letters, written by Mr.
Webster, that may be in ^oiir possession or within your
control, aud any information that may be needful to ex¬

plain them.
i 2. Any papers or copies of p ipers written by him, or
which he may Imve been concerned in preparing, and any

*

information that may be needful to explain them.
I .!. Any inforuintiou concerning any part of his life, pri-
vate or pubMc; any personal anecdotes of him: and' :iny
notice of circumstances conuected cither with him or with
Ins fatndy.

4. Any thing of Mr. Webster's in print, either nuonv-
mous or rare and not generally known, and especially any
thing he may have published anonymously or otherwise

'
in the earlier part of his life.

It may perhaps be within your knowledge that other
persons possess materials and information such a- we
have here asked from you, and in that ease we bejr you
to do us the favor to obtain for us and send us whatever

| you may be able to collect from such person*, or »o give
us such directions that we can ourselves address them on
the ftilbjcct.

If you shoal 1 desire to receive back again any portion
of what ym may tr insmit to us, we shall carefully obey
whatever intimation yoo rr. iy give us to that effect."

j We venture to add, that, in complying with the requests
it has become our duty to make, you will not only cotitri-
butc your portion toward honoring the memory of a great

j statesman, but will also do something for the history of
these United States, to whose service he so faithfully de¬
voted his life.

J

We hope it v. ,!t!ic convenient to you to give us an early
j u,ljWtr. Edward Evr.ur.TT,

Gko. Tk knok.
CoRXBLIVSC. FtLTOJt,
Geo. T. Cl'RTlB,

Literary Executors of tho late Mr. Webster.
Schism ha already began to work r.mong the Mormons.

A party calliug itself tho « New Church" has sprung up
and separated from the original Mormon Society. The
("Newt hitrck has appointed seven rulers, answering
to the branches of the Golden Cmdlestick.und the authori¬
ty de-cetid from one to the other, so that it can never

cea?e while one is left..X'w York Courier,

-Ahpi.st for Furjrhy..GeorgeGrge, who was attested
a few weehs ago on a eh irge of aiding iu the e«cape of
.Ioliti G. Nicholson, one of the parties connected with the
burning of the steamboat Martha Washington, has been
committed for forgery. It appears that a number of
papers were found iu Nicholson's trunk, which led to the
suspicion that Gar>' was employed with others in forging
two clicks, am tinting to *14,800, which were presented
by him at the Hank ol the Ohio Life Insurance Company,
and cashed by the teller, Mr. George Robinson. This
gentleman, in compliance with the request of the com¬
pany in \\ all street, went to New York, and upon seeing
. < if« i..1 mediately identified him as the man who had pre¬
sented

_

the checks, and received the money for them,
Ihe prisoner s.ya !,«. wis in New York on the 4th of De-
comber. when it is alleged he presented the checks,
am that he can j roduce a large number of witnesses to
pfovc it.

l.tsrov. Kv ()l (;<lLn ly y.R.i.K.T-We lean, from the
Lynchburg <\a. Kxpree* that a few days ago a party of
hunter., engaged in digging afnr a f.x which had bur¬
rowed ia a cf.tT on I».,e (Veek, di<e*ered a vein of quarts
mingled with a yellow mineral. V specimen of the min¬
eral ua- -ont to Mr. >cOtt, a siIvPr«nilth. in Jaek«onville,
who, after a-saying it, pronounced it 70/./. The vein is
eight feet wide, eleven inches thick. a.d of unknown
lengt.i. A solid foot of the quart* will yield, upon an

V^n ,i,:llur'' T!ie owner of the
cuff is Mr. J. Lpperly.


